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1. TSHMH (Background)
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Govt takes cautious approach to GM foods

By Suvecha Pant

KATHMANDU, April 12 : While the international debate on the pros and cons
of Genetically Modified (GM) foods on human health continues, and experts remain
divided on the issue, Nepal is taking up a ‘precautionary’ approach as it braces itself to
make labelling of GM foods mandatory,

“We will soon make the labelling of GM foods mandatory,” said Tika Bahadur
Karki, Director General, Department of Food Technology and Quality Control. The
regulation, according to Karki, is likely to be enforced within this vear.

The regulation will help in identifying the products that contain GM organisms
in Nepal. Till date, there is no concrete evidence to support the presence of GM foods
or seeds. That, however, does not mean such foods are totally absent.

"Although it has not yet been proved that GM foods are in Nepal, the chances are
high." said Prof Dayananda Bajracharya, Vice Chancellor of the Royal Nepal Academy
of Science and Technology (RONAST). " Imported foods such as corn, canned tomatoes
could be genetically modified,” he added.

The mandatory labelling is a necessary step in identifying GM foods in market,
but not a sufficient one, say experts, ;

"We need to test food products to determine whether they are genetically
moadified,” said Bajracharya.

According to Karki, the establishment of a ‘clearing house' - a laboratory for
testing of GM foods/seeds - will be the next step in the determination of GM organisms.
To test whether food contains Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) is determined
after testing the food’s *polymerage chain reaction (PCR)" on a PCR apparatus.

"However, the methods of testing are also still under debate," added Karki.

Currently, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and Food Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) are jointly undertaking research to find a standard for testing of
genetically modified food products. The Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex) is
the body under WHO/FAO that is developing the principles for the human health risk
analysis of GM foods,
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“The principles are at an advanced stage of development and are expected to be
adopted in July 2003," said Karki. "According to the standard methods published by
this research, we will form policies for the development of a testing lab in Nepal.”

So, what are GM foods? Generally, GM foods - also called "Frankenfood or
transgenic foods” - contain gene transplants from other plants or even animals.

There have been sporadic incidents of side effects of GM foods, such as allergy
on its consumers, but till date no one has died from consumption of GM foods. While
many groups have opposed GM crops, others argue there is a moral case for introducing
GM technology to developing countries, to help tackle poverty and hunger. "While
international debate is going on whether GM foods are safe or not, Nepal needs to take
a precautionary measure,” said Ratnakar Adhikari, Executive Director of the South
Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment.

"Measures like labelling of GM foods would give consumers a choice and they
can decide if they want to consume such foods,” added Adhikari. Recently, Nepal has
also signed the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB). The CPB is an environmental
treaty, which after ratification from 50 countries, will regulate transboundary movements
of living modified organisms (LMOs).

GM foods are within the scope of the protocol only if they contain LMOs that are

capable of harming the environment. Nepal signed the Cartegena Protocol on March 2,
2001 but has not yet ratified the protocol.
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1 September 2009

M. Subodh Raj Pyakurel
Cralrperson INSEC
MNEEC = Kathmando
Kepal

Dear Mr. Pyakurel,

Thank you for writing our regional office. We appreciate vou maising thess lssves and we take the claims thar
year've made serfously. Cur prinary eancem [s always the safety of the people that we serve in Nepal,

As | think you sre aware, sfler yous preas pressntation in Nepalgunl, we tried 1o contact vou, the Deputy and
other staff’ members of INSEC 1o discuss these allegations. However, your office clalmed vou were out of the
country, your Deputy wasa'y nvailable and ther Mi. Preskcha Ofha canceled a planned meetlng. Furthermore,
s Heather SutlifT in an emmail respanse o you alse offered to meet. Should vou be willlng. we remsin open 10
discussing your claims,

With respect 1o our position, muliiple medical and bealth profeasionaly kave sald dry focd rations can nat be the
cazme of the epidemic in the Mid and Far West. Medically speaking there is no such thing as 3 disrrhes
outbreak. Diarhes 1 a symplom of something ehe, cholera, cooll, salmanella ect. The application of heat
through coaking dry ratfons kills these or any other pathogens that might exbt. Trying to conclude othervise
canfuses people about the causes of the cpidemic. We mawt cleasly keep the focus on the real cause’s which are
contaminated water, poar tanitation and unheshihy hygiens practices. ‘While vou may claim the you never 1aid
food caused the epidemic, many press reports shaw both vou and other members of INSEC did make thiy claim.
While you may srgue that vou have no contro] over the press, you tse naccurate prcss repants in your Ietier (o
U us @ reference, And you wie prees confenences mshet than dinjogiee 1o state your allegations,

We are feeding over two million people in your country with over 100,000 metric tons this vesr, Food, along
with development, is now belng delivered for the first time into some the most renole locations in the country.
The scale of such wn cpsratiom i4 immene,

When our food is turned around tn cases ke those sighted in your chronslogy this is evidence that our foed
qualiny conlrol works, At any time during our disrbation process if food quality is at guestion, we seplace it
With respect 1o claims by the Mational Laboraory that we've ignored them this is simply not true. We use the
Mepal Food Corparation (NFC) and the private arganizastion Center for Quality Services (C0Q5) for oll testing.
All of the bacteriological testing thet we undertake is done by Iabs in India thas are Internationally certified. We
woald prefer to use & domestic Lab but the tum asound fime is slow and this lsb isn't vel inernationally certified.
Should the Government of Nepal require that their national leb be uaed for testing, we are more than happy 10
comply,

TN Werld Fesd Fragpramme, Chakenat, Patan Dok Hasd
AL Bax 107, Kathmands, Napal

Tl ¢ S542607, 453565, Fus 1 F17-1- 434000,
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programs sl A chirgs. w.mummmwmmnwmmmrmm
wage. We hrve no avertight of coatral over e Impin of food Incfla, this o eomplenely she responsidilin

of Mepal canoms efficials. If sopplien ane violating costoms Taws in WP s name a8 tradoni Rudpandohe
dinsrict segpet W b mors thas Bapey 10 Coof whh the £ il oa thin matser, b wo huve o
capacify io enfowit contmals oo whin lu s sovertign i

Aguin | sppeerinie yiar work and tink thit debass s rsised B Trvel of toporancs which shold be armached
0 hunger in Mepal. 'm happy tat o roipociabls organinshon voch ay TNEEC | rosaln open 1o dicusibag tids
&f 4% othes COnCEms You miphs bave,
Best regards,

"

Rickard Ragan
Repretentative

E;- Suneodr Pands, Firance Mimier, Sininry esinance, Singha Derbar, Kathnasds

Mir. Reameshene Prasad Khanal, Frsaner Secresary, Minfmy of Finance, Singra Drorbar, Kathmandu
Wi, i Kihor Praiad Sak; Secetiry Minkary of Ajgshcihuic and Cooperatives, Siogha Datber
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