Media persons endure series of violent attacks in East, NHRC urges respect for Free Press and
Freedom of Expression, 15 August 2011

Press Release The serious attention of the National Human Rights Commission has been drawn to the
incidents of attacks on the journalists in various districts of the eastern region. NHRC Regional office at
Biratnagar has monitored the situation of the right to freedom of expression in the eastern region
mainly focusing five different districts including Jhapa, Morang, Sankhuwasabha, Siraha and Sunsari on
the basis of the news published in various newspapers. In the same context, the NHRC, Biratnagar office
summoned the office bearers of the CPN (UML) and youth organization and drew their attention
towards the threats harbored against the communication and media and urged to respect the right to
expression. During the monitoring, it has been found that the leaders and the cadres of the Youth
Organization are said to have publicly announced the physical action against the journalists. Blaming
over the media report, miscreants have attacked with Khukuri fatally injuring Journalist Kishor
Budhathoki. In another incident, the underground group (Bhagat Singh faction) of Terai is reported to
have given 35 days ultimatum to the journalists of physical action in Jhapa if they fail to publish or
broadcast the news materials in Maithali language. Similarly, another undergrounds group has
announced the physical action against journalist Santosh Yadav. Yet another incident of death threat has
been allegedly announced against Keshav Ghimire, the editor of Dahran based daily Fast Times. It is the
matter of serious concern that some of these incidents are taking place under the political shelter and
support. It is due to the dispirited step of the concerned authorities to book those accused of the
incidents targeted to the press and take prompt action as per law, the media sector is passing through
the state of affairs such as "Self Censorship.' NHRC, therefore, urges all the concerned to cease the
incidents of threats and attack and if disagreed on the matters published or broadcast, follow the
process legally and respect the freedom of expression. Also, the Commission urges the entire journalist
society to comply with the code of conduct of journalism practice. Since the freedom of expression is
constitutionally provisioned as fundamental rights, NHRC appeals to the Government of Nepal to exploit
all options to protect these rights and identify the accused and bring them to justice at the earliest
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