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Monitoring of Prison in Kailali

The NHRC’s Sudurpaschim Province Office, 

Dhangadhi, has monitored the Kailali Prison. A 

petition was received from 590 prisoners and 

detainees of the prison, requesting protection of 

the human rights of the prisoners as the prison 

administration has committed atrocities. The 

petition mentioned illegal financial transactions 

inside the prison, irregularities, creation of a 

situation of discord and conflict among prisoners 

by the prison administration, sale and smuggling 

of drugs inside the prison, the overnight transfer 

of prisoners against the rules and procedures 

and threats.  

Regarding the petition, the Commission had 

written to the District Prison Office, District 

Police Office, District Administration Office, 

Prison Management Department, Ministry of 

Internal Affairs and Law, Far Western Province 

and Ministry of Home Affairs, Kathmandu, for 

immediate necessary action. 

The NHRC Office has conducted on-site 

monitoring of the incident related to the clash 

between prisoners and detainees in the prison 

on the night of August 9 at the Prison Office, 

Kailali. The team, which included Joint Secretary 

of the Commission, Prakash Dutta Bhatta, 

Human Rights Officers Bidesh Ram Chaudhary 

and Daibagya Raj Neupane, conducted an on-site 

study of the incident, held discussions and 

obtained information from the District 

Administration Office, District Police Office, Chief 

of the Prison Office, injured and other prisoners 

and doctors at Seti Provincial Hospital.  
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The monitoring found that the prisoners and 

detainees kept in Block ‘A’ of Kailali Prison broke 

down the wall and entered Block ‘B’, 

indiscriminately hitting the prisoners and 

detainees there with bricks, rods and water-

pulling hand pumps, causing bloodshed. One 

person, 40-year-old Bharat Chaudhary, was killed 

and 47 others were injured in the incident. 

Although the injured were taken to Seti 

Provincial Hospital for treatment, they were 

treated at the Corona Holding Center nearby as 

an alternative place due to lack of sufficient 

space. 

According to the information provided by the 

prison administration, there are 700 prisoners 

with a capacity of 156 in the prison. The prisoners 

and detainees have said that the incident 

occurred due to the weaknesses of the prison 

management, overcapacity and lack of regular, 

transparent and predictable transfer processes.  

The team, with the facts obtained after the 

monitoring, has requested the Chief District 

Officer, Chief of Police, Director General of the 

Prison Management Department, Secretariat of 

the Home Minister, Home Secretary, Secretary of 

the Commission, H’ble Chairperson and 

members of the Commission and H’ble Home 

Minister to take necessary initiatives to improve 

the situation immediately. 

Monitoring has revealed overcapacity, problems 

in management, negligence of such activities 

taken place in the past, low manpower in the 

ratio of prisoners, traditional security screening 

methods, lack of coordination among the 

concerned bodies. The team has prepared a 

report based on the facts obtained during the 

monitoring and submitted it to the Commission. 

 

Study on the HR Situation of Endangered and Minority Communities 

The Commission's team has completed a field 

study on the human rights situation of the 

minority and endangered Kusunda community 

living in Tanahun and Gorkha districts from 

August 5-8. 

The study was conducted with the aim of 

creating an environment for the enjoyment of 

the rights of marginalized and deprived 

communities as per the Commission's Sixth 

Strategic Plan 2021-2026 and protecting rights 

including equality and dignity.  

According to the National Census 2021, the total 

population of the Kusunda community is 253, 

including 115 males and 138 females. There are 

72 (including 37 males and 35 females) in 

Bagmati Province, 47 (including 25 males and 22 
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females) in Kathmandu and 10 (including 4 males 

and 6 females) in Bhaktapur district. Similarly, 

there are 104 people in Lumbini Province (45 

males and 59 feales), 31 people (16 men and 15 

women) in Pyuthan and 44 (17 men and 27 

women) people in Dang.  

The topics studied by the team include the civil 

and political rights, linguistic and cultural rights, 

land and housing, health and education status, 

access to natural resources and special 

protection. Similarly, the study also covers issues 

related to profession, employment and income 

generation and the rights of women, children, 

senior citizens and persons with disabilities. 

Methods such as conversations with people from 

the target community, discussions/interactions 

with government and other stakeholders were 

adopted during the study. The study team 

included human rights officers Sumitra Devi Rai 

and Kiran Kumar Baram from the central office of 

the Commission. 

 

Discussion on the Amendment Proposal Related to Polygamy 

The Commission has conducted a discussion and 

interaction program with stakeholders on the 

amendment proposal of Section 175 (Regarding 

Polygamy) of the Bill to amend the National 

Penal Code, 2017 on August 7 at the 

Commission's conference hall. 

H’ble Member of the Commission, Lily Thapa, 

highlighted the objective and relevance of the 

program. H’ble Member, Manoj Duwadi, made a 

presentation on the analysis of the proposed 

Section 175 (Prohibition of Polygamy).  

H’ble Member, Mihir Thakur, Former 

Chairperson of the Inclusive Commission and 

Drafter of the National Penal Code, 2017, Dr. 

Ramkrishna Timilsina, Former Member of 

National Planning Commission, Saloni Singh, 

commented on the presentation. The Secretary, 

Joint Secretaries, Under Secretaries, advocates, 

professors, media persons and civil society 

Representatives of civil society expressed their 

opinions, views and suggestions. 
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Monitoring of the Strike of the Victims of Shuklaphanta National Park 

The NHRC’s Sudurpaschim Province Office has 

monitored the strike program launched by the 

victims of Shuklaphanta National Park, making 

various demands since August 7.  

The protesters staged a sit-in at Madan Chowk in 

Mahendranagar in Kanchanpur. The victims had 

informed the NHRC Office to monitor their 

demands and the protest program from a human 

rights perspective. A team including Joint 

Secretary Prakash Dutta Bhatta and Human 

Rights Officer Daibagya Raj Neupane conducted 

an on-site monitoring on August 13. During the 

monitoring, the team had held discussions and 

interactions with the protesters and the 

concerned bodies to obtain information. 

The victims had made demands including 

availability of at least 10 kathas of land, provision 

of compensation, immediate settlement for the 

residents of Dhakka, Lalaredanda and Tarapur, 

declaration of the victims as conflict victims, 

provision of health treatment and free education 

up to the graduation level.  

Despite the formation of 34 commissions and 

committees in the last 24 years to address the 

demands of the victims, the problem has not 

been solved. Earlier, they had informed the 

commission team that they had gone on a 

hunger strike for 19 days in Kathmandu and 

returned after the government's commitment to 

solve the problem. 

 

Human Rights Orientation Program 

The Koshi Province Office of the Commission, 

Biratnagar, has conducted a one-day human 

rights orientation program targeting students 

and teachers studying in grades 11 and 12 of 

Itahari Model College, Sunsari on July 31. The 

program was attended by 200 students and 7 

teachers. Joint Secretary of the Commission Bir 

Bahadur Budha Magar and Human Rights 

Officers Dilli Ram Lamsal, Tulasa Karki and Yam 

Raj Angdembe made separate presentations in 

the program. The presentations included human 

rights issues, human rights violations, the role of 
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the Commission in the protection of human 

rights and the main works carried out by the 

Commission of Biratnagar Office in the fiscal year 

2081/82 BS.  

In particular, information was provided about 

the need and importance of human rights, the 

economic, social and cultural situation of Koshi 

Province, the rights of women, children and 

senior citizens and the rights of persons with 

disabilities, etc. The participants expressed the 

view that the program inspired them to become 

responsible citizens and play an active role in the 

protection of human rights. They also suggested 

for continuing such programs in the coming days. 

 

National Policy Dialogue Program 

A policy dialogue program on the human rights 

situation of citizens infected with HIV/ AIDS was 

held on August 3 in Lalipur. The program was 

conducted with the aim of making the concerned 

bodies aware of their responsibilities. 

The program, chaired by Hon. Chairperson of the 

NHRC, Top Bahadur Magar and hosted by Hon. 

President of the Law, Justice and Human Rights 

Committee of the House of Representatives, 

Bimala Subedi and Hon. President of the 

Education, Health and Information Technology 

Committee of the House of Representatives, 

Ammar Bahadur Thapa, was attended by 117 

people, including heads and representatives of 

various government bodies. The objective of the 

program was highlighted by Secretary of the 

Commission, Murari Prasad Kharel  and the 

presentation was made by Under Secretary 

Loknath Bastola.  

The program discussed the problems and 

challenges faced by HIV-infected people. In 

particular, the problems and discriminatory 

behaviors faced by infected people during 

treatment at health institutions and the HIV 

situation in prisons. Questions were raised 

regarding targeted health programs, public 

awareness and policy and legal arrangements. 

Discussions were also held on the need to 

increase awareness and orientation for the 

protection of fundamental rights, to obtain 

information about the situation to reduce the 

number of infected people and to increase 

testing in risk groups. In addition, discussions 

were held on issues related to the management 
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of sustainable financial resources, the 

continuation of service facilities for infected and 

affected people, special arrangements for 

employment and timely 

amendments/formulation of laws. Discussions 

were also held on issues such as orientation of 

health workers, making the local level more 

responsible and making school level textbooks 

human rights-friendly.  

Addressing the issues raised in the discussion, 

Director of the National AIDS and STD Control 

Center, Dr. Sarbesh Sharma, Secretary of the 

Ministry of Health and Population, Dilli Ram 

Sharma, President of the House of 

Representatives Education, Health and 

Information Technology Committee, Ammar 

Bahadur Thapa and President of the House of 

Representatives Law, Justice and Human Rights 

Committee, Bimala Subedi expressed their 

commitment to solving the problem. 

Addressing the queries and concerns raised in 

the program, Dr. Sarbesh Sharma mentioned 

that due to minimum resource management, the 

expected returns could not be achieved despite 

having the will power. Secretary Dilli Ram 

Sharma stressed that discrimination and 

harassment of health institutions and health 

workers due to infection should not be tolerated 

and said that the ministry is committed to 

formulating national policies and developing 

standards. 

Hon. President Ammar Bahadur Thapa expressed 

the view that Nepal's education system is not of 

a nature to reduce unemployment, there is a low 

budget for education and civil society, local 

government, provincial government, central 

government and all stakeholders should stand 

together for the formulation of laws. He opined 

that the state needs to be serious about the 

rights of the victims. Hon. President Bimala 

Subedi expressed her commitment to take 

serious steps to protect the rights of HIV-infected 

people.  

Hon. member of the Commission, Dr. Surya 

Prasad Dhungel expressed his commitment to 

prepare the study report of the Commission by 

incorporating the suggestions received in the 

program and to take necessary initiatives for 

policy formulation. Addressing the program, 

Hon. Chairperson of the Commission, Top 

Bahadur Magar, mentioned that the Commission 

has written to the local levels to include HIV-

infected people in their policies, programs and 

budgets based on the facts obtained from the 

monitoring conducted by the Commission. He 

informed that the attention of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs has been drawn to take necessary 

initiatives to provide medicines from India to 

HIV-infected people going to work in India and 

emphasized that all stakeholders should 

seriously work towards achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals by 2030. 

In the context of the Sustainable Development 

Goals, the National Human Rights Commission 

has been continuously monitoring the human 

rights situation of HIV-infected people. In the 

meantime, the commission has completed a 

provincial-level policy dialogue program by 

conducting on-site monitoring in 21 districts of 

all seven provinces. The program was organized 

with the aim of holding debates and discussion 

on the problems and challenges seen in the 

provinces and the issues to be addressed at the 

policy level in the coming days. 
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Monitoring of the hunger strike program 

A team of the Commission, 

including human rights officers 

Rekha Dutta and Sumitradevi 

Rai, has monitored the seven-

point demands and health 

condition of Tirtha Raj 

Bhattarai, the mayor of Diktel 

Rupakot Majhuwagadhi 

Municipality, Khotang.  

To draw the attention of the 

government to various 

demands including bamboo 

protection, Bhattarai sat on a 

satyagraha at Maitighar 

Mandala from July 27 to 29 

and a fast-unto-death after 

July 30. Bhattarai was 

admitted to the Bir Hospital for 

treatment after the health 

problems during the fast. The 

team made an on-site 

monitoring to the strike venue 

and hospital and obtained 

information about his health 

condition.  

Diktel Rupakot Majhuwagadhi 

Municipality had also 

requested the commission for 

necessary action in this regard. 

The demands raised by the 

mayor include the production 

and conservation of products 

made from various species of 

bamboo and the marketing of 

the products. Similarly, 

demands such as the  
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protection of 

biodiversity and 

indigenous culture, 

mitigation of the 

impact of climate 

change and reduction 

of damage to 

agriculture by wild 

animals have also 

been included. 

After the monitoring, 

the commission drew 

the attention of the 

Government of Nepal 

through a press 

release and took 

necessary initiatives 

to the concerned 

ministries and bodied 

in view of his health 

condition.  

On 3rd of August, an 

agreement was 

reached between the 

hunger strike party 

and the Government 

of Nepal. 
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Submission of the Report to the Provincial Chief Minister 

The Bagmati Provincial Office of the Commission 

has submitted the annual activity report of the 

fiscal year 2081/082 BS to the Provincial Hon. 

Chief Minister Deepak Prasad Devkota, on July 

23, in accordance with Article 294 (3) of the 

Constitution of Nepal.  

While submitting the report, Head of the 

Bagmati Provincial Office of the Commission 

Pawan Kumar Bhatta summarized the report. 

The report includes the commission’s activities, 

complaints and human rights situation carried 

out by the Provincial Office of the Commission in 

the year 2081/082 BS. 

Receiving the report, Provincial Chief Minister, 

Devkota expressed his commitment to 

coordinate on his behalf for the implementation 

of the recommendations made by the report. He 

also expressed his gratitude to the commission 

for informing the public about human rights 

through the report. The program was attended 

by the employees of the commission and the 

Office of the Chief Minister and Council of 

Ministers and media persons. 
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