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NHRC Annual Report 2065/066: An Overview
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"On the whole, the year 2065/066 BS did not have satisfactory situation of human right. This year too, the lives
of the people had been endangered because of the unlawful and antisocial activities conducted by the emerging

armed groups and politically affiliated organizations."

- The annual Report 2065/066- NHRC

The Interim Constitution of Nepal,
2007 has mandated the National
Human Right Commission (NHRC)
as constitutional body. The
Constitution also states that NHRC
has to submit its annual report to the
President depicting status of the
human right situation of the country.
In addition, the Report has to include
its progress on registration of
complaints, monitoring and
investigation of such complaints,
recommendations made to the
Government of Nepal on human right
related issues and the areas to
improve protection and promotion of
human rights. Although this is the
ninth annual report by NHRC, it is
the second report submitted to the
President of Nepal.

The Report consists of four

objectives:

1. to disseminate the major
accomplished activities of the
Commission;

2. to inform the government of Nepal and related
stakeholders on the legal status, organization structure
and accomplished activities;

3. to draw attention of the government of Nepal on the
problems and challenges of human right;

4. to make an effort to improve the functioning of
Commission based on recommendations provided by
the respective stakeholders;

In line with these objectives, the Report firstly presents the
situation of human rights in the country; then it reports the
major accomplishments of NHRC in the areas of human
rights through promotion, protection and legal aid related
activities. Besides, the Report also incorporates the human
right situation of women, child right and of trafficking in
person, especially in women and children. Another important
part of the Report is the research and development activities
of the Commission. Similarly, it presents the organization
structure, activities, duties and responsibilities of NHRC.
The value of the Report lies in the challenges and
recommendations that the country needs to accept to
ensure justice, equality and dignity of human rights for the
people of Nepal.

The Report is the outcome of the total accomplishments of
NHRC. We can conclude from the report that even though
Republic Nepal has entered the post conflict era, the country
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is still in a conflict related
environment. In the Year 2065/066,
NHRC received 677 cases relating to
human right violations which involved
abduction, disappearance, killings,
torture, beating, bomb blast, ill-
treatment, arbitrary arrests,
displacement, property capture and
threats. The cases are also related
to violation of civic, political,
economic and cultural rights.

The challenges and recommendations
part of the Report is appealing in the
sense the effective functioning of the
Commission can be achieved by
improving internal and external
challenges. NHRC's role can be more
meaningful if the government gives
priority to the recommendations put
forward by the commission.

The charm of the Report lies in the
preface because it reveals the
constitutional and legal issue of the
Commission in line with the Paris
principles. The NHRC established in 2000 under the Human
Right Commission Act 1997 has been elevated as
constitutional body with increased responsibilities and
authorities. The preface states that Commissions is working
for ensuring the independency of the citizen in line with
human right perspective and therefore it should be
independent enough as per its constitutional mandate.

The language and layout of the Report is simple; it consists
of 11 chapters and 10 annexes. Further, the Report provides
the information collected from its four regional offices and
five contact offices and gives over all national picture of the
human right situation of the country. It seems that it will be
reader-friendly even at the grassroots level.

However the report would be more analytical if it had

considered the following factors:

® The Reportis based on accomplished activities rather
than planned and targeted programmes. Although the
budget 2065/66 is included in the report, it does not
mention its annual programme in terms of activities and
achievement. Further the Commission has its strategy
plan 2008-2010 but the Report is silent to mention even
as reference materials for the purpose.

® The Report is descriptive and lacks comparative
analysis of the strategic years. The human right




situation at the base year and corresponding two years
to provide the trend of human right situation in the
country.

® The Reportis more oriented towards human right related
to conflict issues. Of the 677 case registered (more
than 60 %) is related to killing, abduction, etc. The
monitoring and evaluation of the commission were also
in the same areas. The country has other human right
issues related socio-economic and developmentissues
that need to be addressed.

® The Report takes a general approach. The information
and data does not disaggregate by gender, cast and
ethnicity to address issues of gender, marginalization
and social inclusion.

Despite the aforementioned short comings the Report can
be graded as fact based impartial balanced one. The report
is based on the data from complaint cases, field monitoring,

evaluation and research. In addition, the Report accepts
the weakness of not being able to act in line with the
constitutional mandate due to internal and external
challenges. Internally, the Commission is yet not equipped
with the new Act in line with the constitutional mandate
and Paris principles. It also needs adequate physical
facilities and human resource. Externally, the Commission
has to work in an atmosphere of impunity, political instability
and a shaky peace environment. The CPA has not been
implemented either. The honesty of the Report lies in its
concern on independent status to Act on its mandate as
the watchdog institution of human right situation of the
country. At the same time, the Report works as advocacy
tool to depict the unstable situation of human right in the
country which has disturbed all rights of the people against
the provision of fundamental rights in the constitution. é

By: Padma Mathema,
Special Rapporteur, NHRC
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