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EUROPEAN UNION
DELEGATION TO
NEPAL

6.10.2015

Joint Local Statement on the distribution of humanitarian supplies in Nepal
The European Union Delegation, the Heads of Mission of Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
the UK, and the Heads of Mission of Norway and Switzerland issue the following statement in
Nepal.

Kathmandu, 6 October 2015 - The Heads of Mission in Nepal express their support and
encouragement for efforts to resolve the current difficulties affecting the supply and distribution
of humanitarian supplies in the country, particularly of goods urgently needed for the adaptation
of temporary shelters to the coming winter.

The effects of this situation are most heavily felt by the poorest segments of the population,
including in the Terai. The lack of basic goods is taking a heavy toll on the economy of Nepal,
where recent earthquakes have pushed an additional 3.5% of the population under the poverty
line, according to the estimates of the Post-Disaster Needs Assessment.

The Heads of Mission hope for a prompt solution of this situation. The ongoing talks represent a
unique opportunity to make progress in this direction and the Heads of Mission encourage all

involved to take advantage of it in a spirit of responsibility and compromise.

End

For further information, please contact: Mr. Ambar Mainali, e-mail: ambar.mainali@eeas.europa.eu

P.B. N° 6754, Uttardhoka Sadak, Lainchaur, Kathmandu, Nepal.Tel :+977-1- 4 429445 Fax : +977-1-4 423541
Website : www.delnpl.ec.europa.eu e-mail : Delegation-Nepal@eeas.europa.eu
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Himalayan News Service
Kathmandu, October 26

Six months after the devastating earthquakes that shook Nepal, shelter and food remain top
priorities as winter approaches, said a press statement issued recently by UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Nepal.

It said that with the government of Nepal, humanitarian partners provided emergency shelter to
over 700,000 families, but the effect of the coming harsh cold weather is a concern with many
people still without permanent durable housing.

“While much has been achieved, the humanitarian community remains committed to meeting the
remaining needs,” the statement quoted UN humanitarian coordinator in Nepal, Jamie
McGoldrick, as saying. “With the winter on the way, we must ensure adequate shelter and food
security, particularly for more than 80,000 families,” the statement said.

According to the statement, the April and May earthquakes left 8,891 people dead, destroyed
more than 600,000 houses and damaged 290,000 houses.

During the height of the emergency, some 188,900 people were temporarily displaced. Over the
last six months, humanitarian partners provided food to over 1.4 million people, established
temporary classrooms for 300,000 children and supported health authorities to restore all
damaged health facilities by June.

It further said concerted efforts ensured that there were no disease outbreaks. To reach remote
and isolated villages, last mile logistics operations employed innovative and traditional methods
of delivering assistance with 16,000 porters and hundreds of mules. Over 500,000 people
received multi-purpose cash assistance, which helped them bridge the economic gap caused by
devastated livelihoods.

“When faced with tough challenges like the monsoon season, landslides and difficult terrain, we
are proud of how we have been able to support the government and the people of Nepal and
respond to the challenges overall,” McGoldrick said, adding, “But present conditions are a
concern.”

It said that since the end of September, fuel in short supply has impeded progress.

The Humanitarian Country Team has urged a quick resolution to the fuel shortage so that winter
goods can be quickly delivered to vulnerable households.
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McGoldrick said that this massive logistical undertaking can be achieved but the lack of fuel is
significantly affecting distribution of goods.

There is a brief window of fair weather in which humanitarian actors can respond before the
snow. With the humanitarian needs of earthquake-affected communities largely met, the
Humanitarian Country Team is working very closely with the government and other partners to
ensure a smooth transition to recovery and reconstruction.

McGoldrick further said, “The Humanitarian Country Team 1is looking forward to the
establishment of the National Reconstruction Authority. Once it becomes operational, we
anticipate that we will start to see the rapid expansion of reconstruction across the earthquake-
affected areas.”

A version of this article appears in print on October 27, 2015 of The Himalayan Times.

OCHA expresses concern over fuel crisis disrupting aid distribution - RSS

Oct 25, 2015- The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
in Nepal has expressed worry and concern over the disruption of the delivery of humanitarian
assistances due to the shortage of fuel. A statement issued today by Jamie McGoldrick,
Humanitarian Coordinator in Nepal, read that six months after the devastating earthquakes that
shook Nepal in April, humanitarian partners provided emergency shelter to over 700,000
families, but the effect of the coming harsh cold weather, coupled with the lack of fuel, is a
matter of concern to reach out to the needy with aids in remote and Himalaya areas of Nepal.
“While much has been achieved, the humanitarian community remains committed to meet
remaining needs,” McGoldrick, however, said in the statement. “With the winter on the way, we
must ensure adequate shelter and food security, particularly for more than 80,000 families.” “But
present conditions are a concern.” Since the end of September, fuel in short supply has impeded
progress,” he said. Meanwhile, the Humanitarian Country Team is urging a quick resolution to
the fuel shortage so that winter goods can be quickly delivered to vulnerable households. "This
massive logistical undertaking can be achieved. But the lack of fuel is significantly affecting
distribution of goods,” McGoldrick said. Meanwhile, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) said that it continues to support the government-led efforts to address
food security and livelihood needs in the six most-quake hit districts--Sindhupalchok, Nuwakot,
Dhading, Gorkha, Rasuwa and Dolakha. Issuing a press release statement on Sunday, FAO said
that six months after the earthquakes, vulnerable farmers in the worst-affected districts still need
agricultural inputs to continue the rehabilitation and reconstruction process and revive the
agricultural sector. The press release stated that FAO has already completed an emergency
distribution of 42,000 5kg bags of rice seed in advance of the monsoon planting season, adding
that it has also distributed 30,000 durable grain and seed storage bags, with 40,000 more to
follow, and nearly 20,000 25kg bags of high-nutrition animal feed. Published: 25-10-2015 16:14

http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/news/2015-10-25/ocha-expresses-concern-over-fuel-crisis-
disrupting-aid-distribution.html
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