Statement by Mr. Nayan Bahadur Khatri, Chairperson, 

National Human Rights Commission, Nepal to the 59th Session of the 

U. N. Commission on Human Rights agenda item 18b.
Madam Chair, distinguished delegates,


At the outset I would like to thank madam chair for giving me this opportunity to address the august gathering.


The National Human Rights Commission of Nepal will be three years old in about a month. Its establishment is a culmination of many years of efforts to institutionlise the mechanism of protection and promotion of human rights in Nepal. Established as an independent statutory body, it has been making efforts to ensure full enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by all the people in Nepal.  In keeping with our mandate, we conduct investigations, render advisory services, and are engaged in promoting public awareness for the effective prevention of the human rights violations, and also to enhance further understanding of human rights among peoples of all walks of life. Looking back, the NHRC of Nepal has had to face several challenges in fulfilling its objectives in promoting and protecting human rights at a time when Nepal was mired in internal conflict. In spite of the challenges faced by it in the early years, the Commission has been evolved into a credible and respectable institution.


We are carrying out programmes with the international assistance in developing the capacity of the Commission and various other activities towards expanding the outreach of the Commission to the grass roots level.  The Commission has already monitored human rights situations in 35 districts of the country, and we will do so in some more districts. We are in the process to assess and to know the actual human rights situation even after the declaration of the ceasefire.

Madam Chair,


We are gradually strengthening our capacity to implement the mandate. We regard that technical assistance and support activities form the Office of the High Commissioner are very important, which should be given to the National Human Rights Institutions also in order to enable them to consolidate their institutional capabilities. We are encouraged to know that the High Commissioner has proposed to strengthen the institutional capacity of National Human Rights Institutions, through increased exchange of information, conduct of training, workshop and seminars. In this context, it would be pertinent to mention about the 8th meeting of the Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions, which Nepal is pleased to host in September, 2003. The subject under consideration for the meeting is "Terrorism, and the Rule of Law". We believe that it is a very important issue and most relevant to the current situation around the world. It will also be yet another important occasion to share best practices and other relevant information among the human rights experts or the region. 


You are all aware that in recent months, events have taken a positive turn in Nepal. The Maoists and the Government have declared ceasefire and have already signed the code of conduct. 


The positive atmosphere generated by the cease-fire and the subsequent agreement on the code of conduct has come as a great relief to the people. A series of confidence building efforts have been taken to prepare the ground for peace talks. There are some very important issues like rehabilitation of internally displaced people, reparation to the victims of human rights violations, and question of impunity still to be addressed. The National Human Rights Commission is of the opinion that it can play a pivotal role in this regard, together with the support and cooperation of the international community.


Finally, as one of the representatives of APF, we would support that the National Institutions should be given specific status of its own in the international forum.


Thank you, Madam Chair
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