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10 December 2005

Rt. Hon. Vice Chairman of the Council of Ministers, 

Rt. Hon. Chairman of the Commission, 

Hon. Judges of the Supreme Court, Hon. Ministers and Heads of the Constitutional Bodies,

Officials of His Majesty’s Government, Royal Nepal Army and Nepal Police,

Excellencies and Heads of Missions, 

Head of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Nepal, 

Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Program in Nepal,

Human Rights Defenders and Friends from the Media,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are celebrating the 57th International Human Rights Day today in Nepal and around the World. I would like to express my gratitude for accepting our invitation and participating in today’s program, which marks the 57th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Ordinary Nepalese people remain deprived of the opportunity to exercise their rights, particularly since the beginning of the armed conflict in February 1996. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), born at a time of the conflict has since its establishment remained active in human rights protection and promotion works. Due to the focus on conflict-related human rights violations and abuses such as disappearances, illegal and arbitrary detention, extrajudicial killings, extortion, torture, etc., issues related to economic, social and cultural rights have not been focused. The issue of conflict induced internal displacement of persons and their rehabilitation is also in front of us. There is an important need for us to focus our attention also on these issues.
Looking back at the statistics of the past few years, activities such as extrajudicial killings, detention and holding of hostages, extortion, torture, disappearances, bombings, strikes and blockades had resulted in a grave human rights situation. People seemed dispirited due to the prevailing environment of fear and insecurity. In recent times, it has been felt that there has been some improvement in the situation after the declaration of the ceasefire by the CPN (Maoist). Compared to the past, there has also been some improvement in respect towards human rights on the part of the state’s security agencies namely the Royal Nepal Army and Nepal Police. However, there remain a lot of problems. The fate of several disappeared persons remains unknown. The Commission has a large number of complaints related to people arrested by security personnel and whose whereabouts since their arrest or detention has remained unknown. It is imperative that His Majesty’s Government needs to undertake concrete steps in making public the whereabouts of such disappeared persons. Similarly, the recurrence of re-arrests right after people have been released by court orders clearly points to the fact that the Government has not implemented the recommendations submitted by the Commission in this regard. The Commission firmly believes that the Government should undertake its activities based on the law of the land and should be serious about human rights under all circumstances.
Even during the present situation of ceasefire, the Commission has been receiving complaints about human rights abuses by the Maoists in contravention of human rights principles and international humanitarian law. Those who say they work for the people do not trouble the people. As such, the CPN (M) should give continuity to the ceasefire and immediately halt its activities that violate human rights principles. 
Experiences of other conflict-affected countries show that if the parties to a conflict can have an understanding on respecting human rights principles and international humanitarian law, it can help create the opportunity for their continued involvement in a durable peace process. In this regard, I would like to take this opportunity to once again request to the Government and the Maoists to seriously study the Human Rights Accord and work towards its implementation. 
There are a number of questions related to human rights that are in front of us today. Can we all not work towards respecting human rights principles? Can we not bring about improvement in the human rights situation through our efforts?  These questions are pertinent questions for everyone, including the state, the Maoists, the political parties, and civil society. On this occasion today, I therefore, wish everyone to work more vigorously towards moving the peace process ahead and to work towards improving the human rights situation in the country.
Cooperation on human rights issues between the Commission and human rights NGOs, media, civil society and international human rights organizations is essential. At the same time, any endeavor right from today by the Government or the Maoists on major human rights issues could serve as an important point to commence the peace process. I therefore request to the Maoists to release the persons under their captivity and release the land or personal property under their control. Similarly, I request the Government to make public the whereabouts of those who are said to have disappeared after being detained by the security agencies. 

Thank You

