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10 December, 2005
On behalf of the National Human Rights Commission and on my own, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all present in this program organized by the Commission on the occasion of the 57th International Human Rights Day.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the UN General Assembly has been in practice for more than half a century and every year, we have been celebrating the day of declaration on 10 December, 1948, as the International Human Rights Day.

This Declaration, the symbol of the human civilization, is the greatest achievement of our era. No other instrument, before this, had ever attained such a broader recognition of the international community. Dr. Evatt from Australia, the then president of the General Assembly, speaking about Declaration had said that “It is a remarkable achievement- a great step forward in the revolutionary process."
We all are aware that this Universal Declaration has been translated into most languages in the World, thereby further highlighting the importance the Declaration. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a document of principles; however, it has established moral obligations on member states to guarantee the fundamental rights of their citizens. 

The respect for inherent human rights and fundamental freedom is a remarkable achievement among the various developments made by the human society in modern times. Human beings and their development has become the main focus in the world today. The various International Conventions are a testimony to this fact.  The state has the prime responsibility to protect and promote human rights including the right to life, rights to food, shelter, education, health, and right to live a decent life. As human beings are the centerpiece of development, problems including those related to wars and peace; problems related to racial, cultural and linguistic diversity, marginalization and other problems related to humankind shall remain unresolved if the human beings are disregarded in the course of dealing with these problems.
Regardless of the change in time and situation, any contempt of human dignity, which is the essence of human rights, can result in a feeling of dissatisfaction and even rebellion among people. The excessive disregard for human dignity outrages the conscience of humankind and even results in a feeling of vengeance, which can manifest in the form of violence. It is in view of this reality that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, has called upon states to ensure respect, protection, promotion and effective implementation of human rights principles so that the situation in which people might resort to a rebellion can be avoided. 
The Government's seriousness and accountability in human rights protection are vital and necessary. However, the lack of reduction in incidents of human rights violations, defiance of judicial orders and the absence of reciprocation to the unilateral ceasefire announced by the CPN (Maoist) are the obstacles in pursuit of human rights protection and the Nepalese peoples’ desire for peace.

On one hand, the Government has been widely criticized by civil society, political parties and the professional organizations as well as national and international institutions for imposing restrictions on the exercise of fundamental rights set forth in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal, 1990 and international human rights treaties due to the introduction of various ordinances and the Code of Conduct for NGOs recently issued by the Government. On the other hand, the insufficient sensitivity of the Government on its responsibility to implement the recommendations made by the National Human Rights Commission indicates a crisis of confidence in the realization of the human rights commitments of the Government. In this connection, perpetrators of human rights violations must be brought to justice and the concerned agencies must adopt transparency in their work by making records of such actions public. The state is a legitimate institution, a responsible guardian and the dispenser of justice as well. It has limitations in the applicability of its powers as well. It is not immune to act beyond the limitations of Constitution and the law of the land. It is the obligation of the state to protect ordinary people from killings, violence and injustices being committed in violation of the laws. The failure in fulfilling such obligations allows the questioning on the activities of the Government. In this connection, should the Government strive to find ways to bring about reforms in response to suggestions of civil society, one can expect positive outcomes. Likewise, if the CPN (Maoist) declares its commitment to renounce killings and violence, and halts abductions, extortions and applies in practice the commitment to human rights and international humanitarian law, it would pave the way for the resolution of the prevalent problems.
Other prevalent problems related to displacement, arbitrary arrest, and not making public the whereabouts of disappeared persons have become a serious challenges to human rights protection. It is vital that His Majesty's Government seriously consider these issues. Likewise, the country is facing the challenges in dealing with discriminatory treatment in society against women, rehabilitation of freed Kamaya (bonded laborers), and elimination of child labor. Should the Government responsibly dealing with these issues, it can still resolve all these problems and challenges which have been indicated by an independent and impartial national institution. On the occasion of the 57th International Human Rights Day, I would therefore like to request to all concerned to be serious about these issues. It would be a remarkable contribution in protection of human rights if the responsible state institutions would honestly perform their responsibilities internalizing their duty to the country and the people.

Peace and Development are complementary. Development is impossible without peace and the long-lasting peace is impossible without development. In the past, countries such as the United Kingdom, France, the United States of America and Germany had also been trapped in the national and international conflicts, but they had undertaken their development activities while developing democratic institutions and a culture of respecting human dignity and human rights, which consequently led to the resolution of conflicts. Today, these countries are among the most developed countries in the world. In present times, several developing countries in Asia and Africa have been embroiled in conflict. As such, we must learn the lessons from the experiences of the countries like the United Kingdom and France and others. 

The political development in Nepal at present seems to be moving in the direction of peace. The unilateral ceasefire declared by the CPN (Maoist) has provided relief at a time when the country’s human rights situation has been grave as evidenced by incidents of killings and violence for the past several years. In this regard, the CPN (Maoist) has decided to extend the duration of ceasefire for one month. It will certainly bring about the solution of the problem if the ceasefire is genuinely without any activities against the ordinary people. The ceasefire should therefore be taken positively. Such positive steps can lead to the development of an environment of confidence and consequently could open the door for talks. If talks are carried out in all honesty, we also believe that the parties can reach to an understanding. 

In conclusion, the International Human Rights Day is a special day for the entire humanity. We are celebrating this occasion by undertaking various activities. We also pledge to further commit ourselves towards developing a culture of human rights. The purpose of celebrating this day will be even more meaningful if we are able to develop more creative ideas and thoughts about human rights.  I conclude my statement with best wishes to everyone to draw inspiration from this occasion today in respecting human rights.

Thank You

