Rt. Hon. Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
U.N. Resident Coordinator Matthew Kahane

Distinguished Guests

Respected Ladies and Gentlemen:

First of all, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations on behalf of the National Human Rights Commission and on my own behalf to the United Nations family in Nepal on the occasion of the 59th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations. It is a special day for every member of the United Nations family, and for everyone who believes in the ideals of the Organization.
A new global institution had emerged out of the chaos and destruction of the Second World War to “save succeeding generations from the scourge of war - to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights - to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedoms”. Today, the UN has extended its reach into every corner of the globe, providing critical leadership and partnerships to promote respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The United Nations and its specialized agencies have also extended support in other areas related to poverty alleviation and sustainable development, disease control, protection of the environment and even transnational crime and terrorism and most importantly, to help keep the peace. The generations born after the founding of the UN in 1945 have come to realize that the UN offers no quick fix to such global problems but that it is an essential instrument through which multilateral processes can be brought to bear to contribute to the solutions to global problems.
The theme for the UN Day today is “Peace for Development”. Peace is the prerequisite for development and development is an important guarantee for peace.  We are well aware that most of the root causes related to the ongoing conflict are also related to the lack of balanced socio-economic development in Nepal. For more than four decades, the UN system in Nepal has provided invaluable support in assisting the Government’s endeavors for, sustainable development through poverty alleviation, disease control and in recent years, the protection and promotion of human rights in Nepal. Speaking of its role in supporting the cause of protecting and promoting human rights in Nepal, the assistance provided by the UNDP in the area of capacity building of the National Human Rights Commission of Nepal is of particular significance amidst the ongoing conflict in the country for more than eight years. 

The National Human Rights Commission of Nepal is also aware of its international commitment and Commitment to the ideals of the United Nations as it has been established in line with the Paris Principles regarding the establishment of national human rights institutions along with UN General Assembly resolution. National human rights institutions around the world are supported in their work by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and this further brings us in close cooperation with the UN system.
While the UN has worked hard since its establishment for the betterment of humankind, it is perhaps also pertinent to touch upon the responsibilities of States to contribute to the UN. After Nepal joined the comity of nations and became a member of the UN in 1955, it has actively contributed to the cause of the UN, particularly in the area of peacekeeping. The Royal Nepal Army and the Nepal Police have participated in several peacekeeping missions around the world and have received a lot of praise and accolades for their impeccable service in the cause of keeping peace and thereby promoting freedom and human rights. But it is surprising as to why the security forces have not been able to attain the same level of reputation at home.
NHRC’s reaction to the spiraling human rights disaster in Nepal has been in the form of monitoring and investigation campaigns that seek to highlight the ever increasing violations of rights. Based on the many monitoring and investigations that have been carried out we are clear in our conclusion that both the insurgents and the security forces are to be blamed for the increasing rights violations and the development of an overall environment of insecurity and impunity. Particularly alarming is the growing number of disappearances- the National Human Rights Commission has already received more than 1400 complaints regarding disappeared persons and a majority of the cases are related to disappearances by the State. 

We have also attempted to convince the concerned parties to abide by and respect the minimum conditions aimed at reaching a peaceful settlement of the conflict. In particular we have stressed to all concerned the need to act in accordance with the letter and spirit of the Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions. Similarly, we have also proposed to the parties to sign on a Human Rights Accord. We believe that such initiatives will help towards establishing a human rights approach for a peaceful resolution of the conflict. 

We surely have not been very successful at putting a stop to all kinds of rights violations. Our efforts might be obscured by the ever-deteriorating situation of human rights. But I am more convinced than ever that as a national institution we have a crucial and important role to play in the situation of conflict. We have to be more vigilant and act to the utmost for highlighting human rights issues and the need for greater protection of human rights. If the Commission is to keep mum, the human rights situation could deteriorate further and also enhance the prevalence of impunity. 
The Commission in its struggle to protect and promote human rights in the country is very much appreciative of the international support it has received, in particular from the UN system in Nepal and the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. As we celebrate the UN Day today it is important to remember that around the world throughout the years of its existence, the United Nations has been tried and tested. The United Nations has held us together as one human race. Within the United Nations all nations, in effect all peoples, great and small are equally important. These were the dreams of the founding members of the UN as enshrined in its Charter and it is in this spirit that we join the rest of the world in celebrating the birthday of the United Nations.

Thank You

